The Power To Be Free

John 8:31-36 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him,  "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will  know the truth, and the truth  will set you free." 33 They answered him,  "We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you,  everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35  The slave does not remain in the house forever;  the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. ESV

1 Peter 2:16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

It is the most basic truth that Jesus Christ's primary agenda on earth was to set men and women free.  The cross, His blood, His ministry, His teachings, even the miracles and healings, were all to accomplish setting people loose to live in freedom.  In fact, He introduced His ministry to His hometown by reading to them the following words:

Luke 4:18-19 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to  proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." ESV

The two key words in that passage are “proclaim” and “liberty.”  He had come to proclaim the good news of the liberty of God's favor and power and He was certainly able to do what He proclaimed!  He was not blowing smoke or filling the air with empty promises because the Spirit of the Lord was upon Him and had set apart His ministry for this purpose:  to bring people the power to be free!

It would be a mistake to think that things have changed one bit since His resurrection and ascension.  Indeed, this entire era of Grace is still an era of freedom!  He has sent His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, into our lives to bring freedom and Jesus' primary agenda is still to set men and women free!  Such is His goal for this service this morning:  if there be any who are bound by anything, whether it be crisis, worry, sin, vices, the past, other people's opinions, habits, or depression and anything else, He is here to set you free.  It is why He came.  It's why He amongst the people who gather together in His Name.  If you are not set free today, then like Nazareth, it is because you did not allow Him to fulfill His purpose for this service today.  He is here and He has brought to us the power to be free!  

_________________________________

Recently I was visiting with another pastor and another man came by and stopped and talked a bit.  After he had left, I asked the pastor, “does he go to church?”  And the answer struck me as peculiarly true of many people; the pastor said, “He's visited occasionally, but he knows just enough of the Bible to condemn himself.”  Those words have burned on my mind for the last month or so.  “He knows quite a bit of the Bible, but not enough to be free – just enough to condemn Himself.”  He knows just enough to know that he is bound, but not enough to do what it would take to be set free.  He knows just enough to know that he is a sinner, bound by many things that he knows enough scripture to know that God doesn't approve of such things but not enough scripture to act with faith to apply the remedy!  

How sad that it could be so and yet it is a very common case, this man's plight.  I fear that there are some here even today who are in the same boat.  Church to you is sometimes a dread because you have progressed just far enough to realize that you are lost and very sinful.  But you have not progressed far enough to really have faith infuse you to obey the remedy for sin that the Bible commands.  Oh, don't stop there – don't just have enough knowledge to have the power to be condemned, but rather let God grant you the power to be free!  How sad it would be for anyone to remain bound to anything in this day of freedom!    In fact, the command of Peter speaks volumes to you because where scripture has commanded something, then God has given the power for it to be so:

1 Peter 2:16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. ESV

Live as people who are free!  He wrote that to a people who were oppressed by Roman rule and yet it was possible despite their life circumstances to live as truly free.  If it were possible then, then it is possible now and it is Jesus Christ who has made it possible.  He is here and He has the power to set you free – you don't have to stay bound!____________________________________________ 

Let us speak of the matter today.  There are several things that the Bible mentions as keys for true freedom.  The first is of utmost importance because it all starts or stops here:

You must admit the truth of your need for freedom.

In our text, we read that some of the Jewish religious leaders took offense at Jesus' proclamation of freedom being available:

John 8:31-33 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him,  "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will  know the truth, and the truth  will set you free." 33 They answered him,  "We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?" ESV 

Let us pause and think of how utterly stupid and delusional these Jews' words were.  “They, the offspring of Abraham, have never been enslaved to anyone?”  Had they forgotten Egypt and Pharaoh who made the sons of Abraham, the children of Israel make bricks and to whom God had to send Moses?  Had they forgotten the time of the Judges when their sins brought upon raiders and dozens of times, they were enslaved to a foreign people only to have God raise up a deliverer for them?  Have they forgotten about Nebuchadnezzar who took them into Babylon in captivity for seventy years?  And even now as they uttered those words to Jesus, they were under Roman rule – foreigners governed them and they submitted taxes to Caesar.  And even worse, they were spiritually bound by human traditions and by self-righteousness and hypocrisy that they could not even see their need for a Savior.  It was like they were saying, “why did God bother to send a Savior, for we have no need of one.”  And so they rejected their Savior for those who cannot admit their need for a Savior will not have one!  

In many ways, the man that I mentioned earlier was better off than these people of Jesus' day.  At least that man knew enough to know that he needed saving.  The same cannot be said for some people today and there is a reason that this is recorded for us to read in scripture.  There are many people alive today in the same boat of delusional thinking.  They cannot be saved because they have blinded themselves to the truth that they need to be saved.  I heard a preacher in Mississippi recently say, “where I pastor, I have yet to find anyone who is not yet saved.”  He was speaking tongue-in-cheek and was referring to this pop-psychology, post-Reformation, sloppy agape, easy-believism that has infected most people's mindsets.  They have confessed and prayed a prayer and they think that they are saved, even though they are still not free.  Whom the Son sets free is free indeed.  If you have “been saved” and are not free from your sin, then you haven't really been saved.  If your past still haunts you, then it hasn't truly been washed away.  And one of the greatest tragedies are those who live in bondage and yet have convinced themselves that they are free.

Remember to be free, you've got to “know the truth.”  “Know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  The truth of the matter is whatever you are slave to, you are bound to.  You're not free if you've got to have a drink of mind-soothing substance just to make it through the day.  You're not truly free if you have to have another cigarette just to think rationally as a human being.  You're not free if you've got to continually go get a lustful or immoral fix in order to feel alive.  You're not free if every day you battle things that happened months, years, or even decades ago.  You're not free if condemnation robs you of being able to enjoy coming to church and learning of Jesus.  You're not free if every time you go to worship Jesus and lift your hands to a God who is worthy of it, there is a weight of sin and heaviness that you have to fight through.  You're not truly free if your prayers are always begging sessions for repentance.  You're not free if you cannot think higher picture and live for eternal things amidst an imperfect world.  You're not free if something is blocking your ability to love others as Christ has loved you.  You're not truly free unless you can go to the day and the moment when you went down in the name of Jesus and had your sins washed away!  You're not truly free if your mind has not been renewed to think like Christ and not as you used to think.  If people outside the church haven't been astounded at the vast transformation in your life, then you're not truly free for freedom always astounds those still in bondage!  

And yet I point all of this out not to further condemn you but to point out that whatever you do, don't be like the people of Jesus' day in our text, admit you need deliverance!  Admit that you need the Son to set you free from things.  Don't blindly stay in your slavery and say you don't need a Savior, because those who don't know the truth of their situation will never find help for it!  But those who will admit, “my marriage needs help, God.”  And those who will admit, “there's some things still binding me day by day.”  Those who will admit, “despite my religious experience, I'm lacking in some areas.”  Those are they who will find their Savior because He will come to those who admit their need!  Don't be a Nazareth!  Admit the truth:  we all need a Savior.  And we need Him more than we've previously admitted.  And when you can admit that, you are moving in the right direction because you will know the truth and the truth will set you free!      

__________________________________

Now admitting the truth of the reality of the issue is just one step and not in itself.  There is some power in just this part and AA and other group psychology programs have tapped into this one part of it.  But by itself it is not just enough to admit the truth of the matter.  That brings some freedom, but not a freedom that lasts.  You need to go further.  You need something powerful in your life.  You need Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  You need to follow His example because who the Son sets free is truly free!  So catch it:

You must let Jesus' power be your primary source of freedom.

Some people only use the Bible to diagnose them and not to free them.  Did you catch that?  Some people know just enough scriptures to point out the truth of what is wrong, but they do not trust that the Great Physician who has the power to point out what is wrong, also has the power to make what is wrong to be right!  When Jesus' kingdom has pointed out the truth, some people try everything else other than obedience to Jesus' commandments to be free.  

Some people work harder at being good, rather than allowing the power of God to change them and transform them.  Some people allow condemnation to overcome them rather than letting the blood and the Spirit of God deliver them!  Some people come to the realization of the truth that something needs to change and then go to outside sources to help make it happen.  I'm not against counseling, but I am against counseling by someone who is not filled with the Spirit of God as your primary source of help.  AA tells its people after they have admitted the truth, that “once an alcoholic, always an alcoholic.”  Pop psychology says that what you are you will always be.  But yet God says:

1 Cor 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived:  neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed,  you were sanctified,  you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. ESV  

And there are some people who stop with the first two verses that I just read.  They know just enough to know that they have a problem and they cannot get into the kingdom of God like that.  But do you know what verse 11 is saying?  So you know that you have done the other, but do you know how to be free?  Such were some of you – do you know how to enact the power that can make that statement true about you too?  It's hogwash that you have to be what you've always been for our God is greater and better than that!  It can be said of you, “such were some of you.”  But do you know the power to be free?  Jesus Christ has provided it to you:  “you were washed.”  Do you know what it means to be washed in water?  Have you been sanctified?  That means to have been cleansed and made holy.  Have you  justified?  That means to be in a right standing with God.  Not that you were in a right standing with God, but that you have been made such a place.  How is that possible?  Not through AA.  Not through another psychologist who wouldn't know Jesus from Elvis Presley and who is undergoing therapy themselves for depression.  Not from the advice of sinners who are bound themselves to many things.  Not from someone who does not know the power of prayer.  But learn it from Jesus.  You are washed, sanctified, and justified, how?  “In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”  When you get washed, which is to say baptized, get baptized in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ and let His Spirit fill you up!  Receiving the Holy Spirit is a sanctification process and a justification process – it is the power to be free!

And let me say this:  when you have been set free, then obey the commandment of our other text to live as one who is free:

1 Peter 2:16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. ESV       

Some people are set free by being washed and filled and then they go back to their old lifestyle to try to overcome the issues of which they've been aware.  That's not the way to do it:  you've been set free; live as people who are free!  And it is the Son who sets you free!

I feel led to touch on this:  what does a child of God have in common with the occult?  I'm sick of the occult.  I'm sick of witchcraft; I'm sick of vampires; I'm sick of “white magic;” I'm sick of spells; I'm sick of witches and wizards and life points and all of that mess.  Why is it that there cannot be a child's story or movie that doesn't involve some sort of magic?  Why is it that every hit teen show or movie glorifies some sort of dark magic?  In the Old Testament times, we would have stoned people who brought that stuff in their house.  In modern times, it's become our favorite entertainment choices.  

I think back to Jannes and Jambres, the magicians who withstood Moses and Aaron in the court of Pharaoh.  They had some real power.  Think of that for a moment.  The Bible admits that they had some real power.  Moses threw his rod down at the direction of Almighty God and it turned into a serpent.  These magicians of the dark arts did the same.  Moses, under the power of God, turned the Nile River into blood and these magicians did the same with water.  Moses commanded many frogs to come forth, and so did these magicians call forth even more frogs.  

Now the first point to note is that though they had some real power, it was nothing compared to God's true power.  After a couple of copy-cat miracles, God's supernatural power kept going and these magicians were unable to keep up.  God's spirit and power is greater than anything dark or magical or any so called “secret arts.”  God's power far exceeds anything demonic or manmade or metaphysical.    

But the most important thought to note is that while the magicians of Pharaoh could duplicate the bondage part of what God did, they could not duplicate the freedom.  Did you catch that?  All the dark arts were good for was to bring more judgment and more bondage.  

Moses through down his rod and they did too and all of them turned into snakes.  Dark magic can produce snakes that harm and hurt.  But God's snakes ate up their snakes and Moses reached down and it turned back into a staff.  Only God can bring deliverance from the serpent!

Moses produced frogs.  Frogs everywhere!  And the magicians said, “no problem, we can do that” and they produced even more frogs.  Boy, that was a great trick – you just made things worse!  Now, get rid of them.  “Oh, Pharaoh, we cannot get rid of them.”  But Moses and God could!  “When would you like for them to be gone?”  God can curse and sin can curse, but only God has the power to free you of the curse!  

Moses turned the Nile river to blood and all of the streams in Egypt.  “No big deal,” the magicians said, “we can do that too” and they did.  But where did they get water?  The Egyptians were digging wells to get fresh water, lest they die and these dark magicians went and got some of their precious fresh water and turned that too into blood!  I would have been saying, “thanks.”  And only God could reverse it!  Only God can take water and blood and use it to bring deliverance!

Why is it that the dark arts always involve some sort of sacrifice?  In some sort of weird way, they're admitting that the key to power over things is in the blood.  But their blood sacrifices only take what little is left good and refreshing and cause it to become judgment too.  They cannot set you free – only God can reverse the curse!  

I'm preaching to someone today!  I don't know who you are, but you need to hear this preacher.  If you are serving Christ Jesus and His ways are your ways and if you have been washed in His blood and Name and justified by His Spirit, then you are not under a curse unless you choose to go back and dabble and submit yourself to your past sins again and all that other stuff.  Baalam tried to curse God's people who had come out of Egypt, baptized in the Red Sea and the cloud of God's spirit and who were under the protection of the Passover Lamb and could not do it!  Every time that he tried to curse such a people, God turned it into a blessing.  Only God can do that!  

Why don't you put down the horoscope and pick up the Bible?  Why don't you stop listening to what Oprah says and give a Spirit-filled preacher a try?  Why don't you stop believing in that foolish “ojo” and man-made religious statues and rites for the dead and the day of the dead and kneeling and crossing yourself and all of that other stuff that the Bible calls “doctrine of demons” and turn to the doctrine of truth of Jesus Christ that can set you free!?  Why don't you put away the Ouija board and try prayer to God?  Why don't you give the dead saints a rest and stop communing with evil spirits that are masquerading as those saints who are asleep awaiting the resurrection and why don't you talk to God directly?  Freedom comes when you trust in Jesus Christ as your primary source of freedom.  That other stuff just gets you deeper and deeper in slavery but Jesus  Christ has the power of God to set you free!  Don't just try to be better – be born again  It's the power of God to be free!              

___________________________________________

Can you heed this sort of preaching?  The anointing of God is what breaks the yoke of sin!  It's preaching like this which illuminates the truth of the matter and sets you up to be free!  Now listen:

Simple obedience to God's Word sets you free.

You need to obey Jesus Christ.  He is the Living Word.  He told us:

John 8:31-32 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him,  "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will  know the truth, and the truth  will set you free." ESV  

Those who truly know the truth and are set free are those who believe in Christ and “abide in my word.”  Jesus went on to say:

John 8:34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you,  everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. ESV

It's not that hard to grasp:  obedience to God's Word brings freedom and disobedience brings bondage.  “To sin” literally means “to miss the mark.”  Sin is that which misses the mark set for us by the Word of God.  When you obey, you are set free.  When you disobey, you are bound.  You can be set free by being born again and have a form of Godliness and yet deny the power thereof.  You can be set free from what you used to be by the name of Jesus and the Spirit of God and become enslaved therein again by not allowing God's word and Spirit to transform your mind and way of thinking so that you go back tot he same lifestyle and habits that had you bound before.  And even after you have truly believed and even after you have been abiding in His Word, and even after you have truly been set free as the Son can set you free, “everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.”  And some people go back and willfully put their hands in the shackles again!

I've been reading throughout the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy in my personal devotional plan.  It occurred to me recently that the laws of God are only binding to those who were bound.  To those who were free, the laws of God are liberating.  The Mosaic law had a year of Jubilee where every fifty years, everyone who was in debt was forgiven of that debt and all land and homes were returned.  Are you kidding me?  What freedom!  They had cities of refuge where the one being chased could flee and find mercy.  Every seventh year, they gave the land a rest and didn't have to work that year planting and reaping and yet God promised to give them enough harvest the year before that they would have plenty!  How would you like to have a year off every seven years from work and still get paid?  That doesn't sound binding to me.  Yet the people looked at all of those commandments as negative.  

It's a common problem even today.  People get a false view of the commandments and restrictions of God and miss the point.  James wrote and told us:

James 1:25 But the one who looks into the perfect law,  the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts,  he will be blessed in his doing. ESV     

James calls the written Word of God, the “perfect law, the law of liberty.”  I'm so sick of hearing people who complain about what they cannot do.  Such people are bound in sin, bound in delusional thinking, and need to be set free.  The law of God is only binding to those who are bound.  Stop looking at all of the “cannot's” and look at all of the “cans.”  He commands you to avoid the things that puts you back in slavery to sin.  He desires for you to have life and that much more abundantly!  He came for freedom, remember?  

You need to change your viewpoint of the Word of God.  It is the Law of Liberty.  I can do anything I want, but I understand that not all things are beneficial for me.  And I'm free to know the difference!  My religion doesn't bind me – not if it's God kingdom – because it is designed to set me free!  I can have a good relationship with my kids.  I'm free to have a good marriage.  I'm free to walk uprightly and thus reap the favor of God in all areas of my life.  Don't listen to those who are bound talk about how binding God's Word is – it's liberating to lay my head down at night and know that I'm right with Him and my future is in His hands.  Because He desires for me to be the head and not the tail and for me to be blessed when I come and and when I go out!  He had decreed that if I will obey His Word, I will be blessed in the city and in the field and that every time the enemy tries to curse me, it will result in a greater blessing on my life!      

There is a word that Moses uses to refer to the people of Israel when he uttered those blessings that I just quoted.  He said that it was unto “Jehushun.”  That means “the upright.”  It wasn't just to Israel, but to those who were in Israel who were obeying the Word of God.  That is to whom the blessings and favor of the Lord rests upon.  Now take a moment and consider the mental image of that word:  upright.  Do those who are bound walk upright or stooped over?  Are those who crawl along and stumble the ones who have it together or those who walk with their head up and their shoulders squared, uprightly?True obedience brings a confidence and a freedom of walk and outlook in this life.  God's promises and great favor are to those who are Jehushun who are walking uprightly.  I'm preaching to you: you know enough to be condemned, but do you know enough to be forgiven?  You know enough to know that you are not upright, but do you know enough to become upright?  Be born again and then start obeying His word!  Change your attitude about His Word!  It's not a list of what you cannot do, but rather commandments that bring the power to be free!  Everything that we do not do that the world does is always found in its true explanation in our freedom!  It's the power to be free and not bondage!

_________________________________

God wants you to have the power to be free!  Will you be tempted to sin, even after giving yourself wholeheartedly to Jesus Christ and His Word?  Absolutely, but the difference between the sinner and us is that we know what it takes to be free from what we are being tempted of and we are free to resist it!  And so I must set one thing right before we close:

We need the work of the Holy Spirit to be truly free.

It's such a common scripture that we sing and quote:

2 Cor 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is  freedom. ESV 

That last part is what has drawn us to this verse, “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  Show me something bound and the Spirit of the Lord has not has its full freedom in that something.  But too many people miss the truth of the first part.  There is only one Lord and one Spirit and “the Lord is the Spirit.”  When you respond to the Holy Spirit, you are responding to the Spirit of Jesus Christ for they are one and the same.  The Holy Spirit is Jesus Christ in spirit form coming to your life and wanting to do a great work.  I've heard people say, “I love Jesus but I'm not into yielding to the Holy Spirit.”  Impossible – for the Holy Spirit is Jesus Christ.  He told His disciples that the Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit would come to them and when they didn't understand, He told them, plainly, I am going to ascend into heaven, but “I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you.”  And He said in that same passage of John, “I have been with you, but I shall be in you.”  Jesus Christ did not desert His disciples; He went away in physical form, so that He could return in spiritual form.  He descended on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out and He's been filling lives ever since.  Those who have Jesus within them truly are the ones who have received the Holy Spirit and those who have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit are those who have truly received Jesus Christ.  I don't teach my kids that they have Jesus Christ in their hearts because they don't, until they have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit!  And teaching them properly, means that they will likely seek Him and receive Him in the Spirit form at an early age!  

“The Lord is that Spirit.”  Now we are prepared to properly understand what is meant by the last half of that verse:  “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  Giving the Holy Spirit free reign in your life is letting Jesus Christ rule and reign in your life.  Therefore the key to getting freedom and to keeping freedom is to allow the Holy Spirit to continually work within you.  Be sensitive to the Holy Ghost for that is being sensitive to Jesus Christ.  Those that have been set free and stay free are those who allow the Holy Spirit to continually flow through and work in their life.  

“He knows just enough of the Bible to condemn himself.”  Let it not be said about you anymore.  You know enough to know you need a Savior, but you now know enough to be set free and stay free!  Let the blood of Jesus, the Name of Jesus, the Word of Jesus, and the commandments of Jesus have its way today in your life!  Obey and submit!  Surrender to His Spirit today which is yet even moving among us.  He is here and He has brought what He always brings:  the power to be free!        

